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 AXTELL—Karl and Deb-
ra Humphrey, the winners 
of this year’s Axtell Walking 
Stick award, met as children, 
but in a way no one would 
expect. 
 Debra, a fourth gener-
ation resident of the town, 
is the daughter of the late 
George and Arva Lee Bertel-
son and a graduate of Gunni-
son Valley High School. 
 Karl is the son of the 
late Merriam and Leone 
Humphrey. The Humphreys 
were from Salina, where Karl 
grew up and graduated from 
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—Evelyn Frandsen, complimenting her husband Allen. 
The couple has been married 79 years.
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 Following the celebration of 
their 79th anniversary on March 
30, Allen and Evelyn Frandsen of 
Centerfield received a letter from 
the Utah governor’s office.
  “According to the Governor’s 
Century Club of Utah, you are 
the longest living married couple 
in the state of Utah,” the letter 
said. 
 Allen and Evelyn are both 
101 years old.
 “It is something. It makes 
Centerfield quite famous, I 
think,” Evelyn said.
 Evelyn was raised on a 
10-acre farm near Redwood 
Road in Bennion, Utah. At 16, 
she began working “in a tea 
room at nights” and also worked 
at a dress shop. She earned 25 

cents an hour and saved enough 
to pay for her college. 
 “Dad was in debt,” she re-
called. “Everyone was.”
 At the University of Utah, 
Evelyn double majored in busi-
ness and education. When the 
South Sanpete School District 
approached her and convinced 
her to take a teaching job, she 
assumed she would be in Manti. 
She had never heard of Gun-
nison, but that’s where she was 
assigned to teach business and 
English for the 1941-42 school 
year.
 She said she will never forget 
the evening of December 7, 
1941 when she heard about the 
attack on Pearl Harbor and the 
declaration of war. 
 Evelyn’s three brothers 
served in and survived the war, 
but her brother-in-law was 

killed. Allen, who she would 
later marry, joined the U.S. Air 
Force.
 “Kids today don’t under-
stand depression or war,” she 
said.
 Allen’s father owned land to 
the west of Centerfield before 
the group of Jewish immigrants 
from back East established the 
town of Clarion. Born in 1919, 
Allen remembers the two Jewish 
families who stayed behind after 
Clarion was abandoned in 1915.
 Since Allen’s brothers found 
work in other places, it fell on 
him to take over the farm.
 On leave for Christmas in 
1941, he attended a Young Men’s 
and Young Women’s meeting 
in Gunnison and met Evelyn. 
The couple dated for a couple 
months and were married in 
March in the Salt Lake Temple 

of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saint. 
 For a couple of years, Evelyn 
followed her husband to his 
military assignments in Oregon, 
Washington and California. She 
worked in state government 
offices in Olympia, Wash., while 
he was stationed in Fort Lewis. 
They saw each other on week-
ends. 
 When Allen discovered he 
got sick on extended flights, 
he switched to the Army, and 
played the trumpet in the Army 
band. In 1944, he was released 
to go home and farm. 
 The couple returned to a lit-
tle abandoned house in Clarion, 
fixed it up, and moved in. 
 “There was a living room, a 
kitchen and a bedroom. That’s 

Evelyn and Allen Frandsen, who have been married 79 years, at 
their home in Centerfield.

By Anita Lyons

Staff writer

ALLEN AND EVELYN FRANDSEN, BOTH 101
"It makes Centerfield quite famous, I think" says Evelyn 

as couple is honored for being longest living couple in Utah

(See “Frandsens” on A8)

 Brenda Bartholomew, who was recent-
ly named the new Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Gunnison Valley Hospital, has 
major plans for the future of the hospital.
 “I’m excited that the Gunnison Valley 
Hospital Governing Board has trust and 
confidence in me,” she said. 
 Bartholomew will be the first woman 
to ever hold the position. 
 “I’m pretty proud of that and think it’s a 
great honor to represent women,” she said. 
  Bartholomew is not new to adminis-
tration. She has served as the hospital’s 
Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) since 1997. 
Originally, when the hospital was much 
smaller, she took shifts on the floor, as well 
as doing administrative work. But today, 

Brenda Bartholomew is, the newly appointed Chief Executive 
Officer of the Gunnison Valley Hospital, is seen here holding her 
grandson Stetson Olson.

By Anita Lyons

Staff writer

(See “Bartholomew” on A7)

Brenda Bartholomew proud to be 
named Gunnison Hospital CEO

Twist of fate introduces 
Walking Stick winners

By Suzanne Dean
suzanne@sanpetemessenger.com

Publisher

(See “Stick” on A7)

Equestrian Center poised to become trail-riding hub

 MT. PLEASANT—The Cleone 
Peterson Eccles Equestrian Center, 
which includes the ConToy Arena, will 
be at the center of a project designed 
to improve and develop back-country 
horse trails from Maple Canyon to 
the Skyline Drive, project participants 
announced last week. 
 Eventually, the Mt. Pleasant Trail 
System and Amenities Project could 
boost local tourism by drawing trail 
riders from throughout Utah and 
surrounding states. 
 One of the first steps will be for 
the equestrian center to upgrade its 
facilities by adding 40 horse stalls, 25 

RV hookups, and men’s and women’s 
restrooms and showers, to accommo-
date riders embarking on or returning 
from the network of trails. 
 The upgrade is being made possi-
ble by grants, direct funding and in-
kind word donations from Utah State 
Parks, the Mormon Pioneer National 
Heritage Area (MPNHA), Mt. Pleasant 
City, a Utah Outdoor Recreation Grant 
and the Central Utah Back County 
Horsemen.
 Another major phase of the proj-
ect is repairing 20 miles of trails and 
rebuilding a bridge in Canal Canyon, 
as well as clearing overgrowth in 
Maple Canon, and repairing trails in 
the White Hills, Black Hills and along ROBERT STEVENS / MESSENGER PHOTO

The Cleone Peterson Eccles Equestrian Center, as shown here in an aerial photograph, is upgrading its facilities 
to hold more horses and add restrooms and showers.

By Robert Stevens
rstevens@sanpetemessenger.com

Managing editor

(See “Upgrade” on A3)
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Debra and Karl Humphrey of Axtell are this year’s re-
cipients of the Axtell Walking Stick. The award was pre-
sented at a Pioneer Day gathering at the Axtell Ward. 
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“He’s such a good husband. We really and truly enjoy each other.”
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WOW! Great deals on trucks!

Wednesday, July 28, - Saturday, July 30
 Comedy Play—Fairview’s own North Bend Entertainers will 
be presenting Oscar Wilde’s comedy “The Importance of Being 
Earnest” at the Peterson Dance Hall in Fairview this week. The 
play is directed by Alex Barlow of Mt. Pleasant; the cast includes 
students and alumni from North Sanpete High School. Curtain 
call is 7 p.m. sharp and all tickets are $5 at the door. Call 469-
1177 or visit Facebook.com/NorthBendEntertainers for more 
information. 

Wednesday, July 28
 Summer Reading—The Manti Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Storytime and Activity Series called “Tails and Tales,” 
will discuss “Wild Horses” at 2 p.m. in the library.

Thursday, July 29
 Summer Crafts—The Sanpete 4-H is holding a craft class on 
wall art from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants will create exhibits to 
enter at the county fair. Call USU Extension for info a 283-3472.

 Sanpete Beat—Come join the performance marching band, 
Battalion Corp, as they perform their 5th annual “Sanpete Beat” 
at 7 p.m. on the Snow College football field. Free for the whole 
family. For more info, visit www.battalioncorps.org/events.

Friday, July 30
 Movies in the Park—Security National Mortgage Company 
is sponsoring Friday’s MTCC movie “Raya and the Last Dragon” 
at the Manti City Park. Games at 7:30 p.m. and the movie is at 
dusk. Free popcorn and drinks.

 Star Show—The Snow College Planetarium will be playing 
the SnowDome movie “Voyage to Distant Worlds” at 7 p.m. and 
“Exolanets” at 8 p.m. at the Snow College science building. Seat-
ing is limited, so you must reserve your free tickets at www.snow.
edu/planetarium.

Friday, July 30 – Saturday, July 31
 Car Show—The “Blast from the Past” car show will be held 
over these two days at the Salina City Park. For info, visit blast-
fromthepastcarshow.com.

Saturday, July 31
 Summer Reading—The Manti Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Storytime and Activity Series called “Tails and Tales,” 
will hold an award presentation at 11 a.m. in the library.

Monday, Aug. 2 – Friday, Aug. 6
 Soccer Camp—The Sanpete Soccer/Manti Recreation Soccer 
Camp is being held at the Manti City Sports Park. Get details to 
register at challengersports.com.

Tuesday, Aug. 3
 Golf Fundraiser—The Manti High golf team is sponsoring 
a four-person scramble tourney at the Palisade Golf Course. 
Shotgun start at 2 p.m. Proceeds go to support Manti golf. The 
entry fee is $200 a team. Bring some extra cash for raffle drawing 
and other fun things. Register at 835-4653.

Tuesday, Aug. 3 – Wednesday, Aug. 4
 Social Media Boot Camp—The Snow College Small Business 
Development Center is holding a two day in-person training 
session on using social media. The classes run from 4 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. each night at the Business Building, Room 137, on the 
Ephraim Campus. Sign up at snow.edu/SBDC. 

Wednesday, Aug. 4
 Craft Day—The Sanpete 4-H is holding the Cloverbud Craft 
Camp for kids K-2nd grade from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Spaces are 
limited. 4-H membership required. Call USU Extension for info 
a 283-3472.

 Star Show—The Snow College Planetarium will be playing 
the SnowDome movie “Phantom of the Universe” at 7 p.m. and 
“Into the Polar Night” at 8 p.m. at the Snow College science 
building. Seating is limited, so you must reserve your free tickets 
at www.snow.edu/planetarium.

Thursday, Aug. 5
 Water Fight—Come to the Manti City Park at 4:30 p.m. 
to engage in a “water fight with a cop” and vote for the officer 
you want dunked. For ages 3-16. Donations go to the Friends of 
the Sanpete Children’s Justice Center. Water balloons and cups 
provided. Please no water guns.

 Senior Social—All single senior adults (ages 36-plus) are 
invited to the first Regional Friendship Social at the Gunnison 
City Park Pavilion at 6 p.m. This Friendship Social will be hosted 
by the Gunnison Utah Stake. An evening of socializing including 
a scrumptious dinner will be provided and served by members 
of the Gunnison Stake High Council and Stake Relief Society 
Presidency. Entertainment will be provided by talented singer 
entertainer Phillip Winters and his accompanist Adrian Ruger.

Friday, Aug. 6 – Saturday, Aug. 7
 Spring City Bluegrass and Folk Festival—The iconic festival 
featuring great music, food, crafts and a quilt exhibit will be filled 
with action over these two days. See the Facebook Page Spring 
City Bluegrass for the full lineup.

 Quilt Show—In conjunction with the blue grass festival in 
Spring City, a quilt show will be held in the ballroom of the new 
town hall from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on both days. Free admission. 
Anyone wishing to have a quilt exhibited can contact Tracie 
Bradley of Manti at 340-0535 or Twila Gutierrez at 462-4468. 
This is people’s choice and awards will be given to the top three 
winners.

 Miss Sanpete County, Lyd-
ia Madsen and Miss Sanpete 
County’s Outstanding Teen, 
Noelle Condie, have completed 
their year of service. They will 
pass on the title and respon-
sibilities of their jobs to two 
young ladies at the upcoming 
Miss Sanpete County/Miss 
Sanpete Teen Competition on 
Aug. 7. 
 Utah’s Outstanding Teen, 
Charlee Sorensen, of Aurora, 
will be the host for the evening. 
Lydia Madsen, of Fairview, 
has served Sanpete County 
with dedication, focusing on 
her Social Impact Initiative 
Lend-A-Hand. Madsen’s goal 
was to unite our communities 
through service.  She traveled 
throughout the county to par-
ticipate in community events 
and parades, collected gently 
used shoes for Soles4Souls, 
a non-profit that collects un-
wanted shoes for distribution 
to others in need, and com-
peted at the Miss Utah com-
petition. 
 One of the primary respon-
sibilities of the queens is the 
implementation and execution 
of their own Social Impact 
Initiative. In this endeavor, 
she selects a social issue that 
she can be an advocate for. 
She develops a plan and puts 
it into action throughout the 
year. In addition, she is a role 
model for young women, and 
she encourages girls and young 
women to develop their leader-
ship skills and get involved in 
their communities.
 Through her year of ser-
vice, Madsen has worked con-
sistently to promote her Social 
Impact Initiative. 
 “Service shares love, kind-

ness and understanding,” Mad-
sen said. “My service club, 
Sanpete’s Hands, volunteered 
at the Sanpete Pantry, the 
Resource Clothing Bank and 
made cookies to deliver around 
Sanpete.”  
 Madsen also made and 
donated blankets to local hos-
pitals, partnered with Hope 
for the Homeless—where she 
made knit hats, hygiene kits, 
hosted a charity 5K run, and 
helped fill Easter Eggs for 
Fairview’s Easter hunt. She also 
implemented #ServiceSatur-
day, where she shared a service 
quote, idea, or highlight every 
Saturday via social media to 
help keep service on people’s 
minds. 
 The culminating event to 
Madsen’s year of service was 
being able to represent Sanpete 
County at the Miss Utah com-
petition in June. 
 As her year of service comes 
to a close and she prepares to 
relinquish her title and pass 
on the responsibility of Miss 
Sanpete County, Madsen is op-
timistic about the future. She 
plans to use her Miss Sanpete 
County scholarship to contin-
ue her education at Southern 
Utah University where she is 
pursuing a business degree. 
 Lydia is the daughter of 
Jeremy and Jessica Madsen.
 Noelle Condie of Gunni-
son is Miss Sanpete County’s 
Outstanding Teen.  In this 
role, she has spent time and 
effort working on her Social 
Impact Initiative, providing 
service to community orga-
nizations, and will represent 
the county at the State Out-
standing Teen competition 
in February. 
 This Mind of Mine, which 
focuses on mental wellness, 
has been Condie’s focus with 
her Social Impact Initiative. 
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Miss Sanpete Lydia Madsen (L) and Sanpete’s Outstanding Teen 
Noelle Condie will pass on their crowns at the upcoming pageant 
on Aug. 7.

She has hosted workshops 
for various teen and youth 
groups, bringing awareness to 
mental health issues, teaching 
others how to support those 
who have mental health con-
ditions, and how to build 
positive mental health. 
 Condie also organized 
a county-wide community 
activity, Dance Through the 
Decades. All proceeds from 
the event were donated to The 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness Utah. 
  Her  most  memorable 
experience as Miss Sanpete 
County’s Outstanding Teen 
has been connecting with 
little girls who ask about her 

crown.
“We get to show young girls 
that being a young woman is 
more than wearing a fancy 
dress and competing. We can 
serve, we can connect, we 
can speak and we can act on 
issues that are important to 
us,” said Condie.
 Noelle is the daughter of 
Robyn Condie and David 
Condie.
 The Miss Sanpete County 
and Outstanding Teen Schol-
arship Competition will be 
Saturday, Aug. 7, at 7 p.m. at 
the Snow College Eccles Per-
forming Arts Center. Tickets 
will be available at the door, 
which opens at 6 p.m. 

By Marcy Curtis
marcy@sanpetemessenger.com

Staff writer

Miss Sanpete Pageant set for Aug. 7

Skyline Drive.
 Funding for the project is 
coming from multiple sourc-
es. The MPNHA is providing 
$50,000. Mt, Pleasant City is 
providing $12,500; Utah State 
Parks is offering $67,000; 
and the Utah Outdoor Rec-
reational Grant will provide 
$150,000.
 In additional to the mon-
etar y  contr ibut ions ,  the 
Central Utah Back County 
Horseman will donate $8,000 
in in-kind labor while Mt. 
Pleasant City will donate 
$12,500 in-kind.
 Various groups and in-
stitutions have expressed 

support for the project. “For 
most of our students, living 
in Mt. Pleasant will be the 
only time in the lives they 
will live in a rural environ-
ment,” wrote Paul Apple-
garth, assistant head of school 
for finance and facilities at 
Wasatch Academy. 
 “Equestrian activities have 
been important to our stu-
dents, some of whom are 
just beginning to be exposed 
to horses, some of whom are 
expert riders.”
 President Lynn Barton 
from the Central Utah Back 
Country Horseman said his 
group is a staunch supporter 
of the project—enough that 

it is willing to put some sweat 
equity into trail repair. 
 “In addition to being a 
diverse group of individuals 
who love riding on our beau-
tiful public lands,” Barton 
wrote, “we are also a service 
organization, which volun-
teers labor to assist managing 
agencies in maintaining and 
improving the trails we ride.”
 Kevin Christensen, direc-
tor of economic development 
and travel for Sanpete Coun-
ty, sees the equestrian center 
upgrades as an opportunity 
to boost tourism.
 “The tourism industry is 
growing in Sanpete County,” he 
said. “Restaurant and transient 

room taxes have increased 84 
percent over the past 10 years. 
It is anticipated that the above 
improvements will attract vis-
itors from around Utah and 
neighboring states. Lodging 
and restaurant businesses in 
the North Sanpete area will 
benefit as the equestrian center 
will be the hub of horse-related 
activities."
 “Horses are big business,” 
added Monte Bona, director 
of the MPNHA. “This is defi-
nitely an economic develop-
ment tool. 
 "It opens up a whole av-
enue for people who have 
horses with not many places 
to ride them.”

(Continued from A1)
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